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Effective October 22, 2009, the United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio adopted local rules governing 
patent infringement lawsuits. The Northern District’s adoption of local patent rules continues a trend in which a number 
of the country’s district courts have adopted local rules specific to patent infringement lawsuits within the past ten 
years.  

While the Northern District’s rules borrow from many of the local patent rules that have previously been adopted, there 
are some differences that litigants will likely find attractive. First, the rules “frontload” disclosure of the key contentions 
in the case, requiring the plaintiff to serve detailed infringement contentions within 55 days after the complaint has been 
filed and the defendant to serve detailed invalidity contentions within 65 days thereafter. Moreover, because claim 
construction is often dispositive in patent infringement cases, the rules contain an aggressive claim construction 
schedule with a detailed sequencing of contentions designed to focus the parties and the court on only the essential 
terms to be construed. The rules are designed to get cases to trial in approximately 18-20 months, which is a short, yet 
realistic, timeline for patent infringement lawsuits.

Other notable aspects of the rules are: Unlike with other districts such as the Eastern District of Texas, they contain no 
required limitations on the claims that the plaintiff may assert. Additionally, the rules preclude a party from seeking a 
stay of the litigation pending USPTO reexamination of the patent(s) after final infringement contentions have been served 
absent exceptional circumstances.

The primary goals of the drafting committee and the members of the court with whom they worked were to focus on the 
key issues early in the case, and to get cases to a resolution promptly while affording the parties an adequate opportunity 
to present their claims and defenses.
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