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The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) recently held its 36th Annual Meeting in Seoul, South 
Korea. The organization discussed numerous issues ranging from trademark protection to increasing Internet stability 
and security; however, one of the most important issues that was discussed, and perhaps the most groundbreaking in 
recent years, is the introduction and approval of Internationalized Domain Names (IDN), which are domain names 
containing non-Latin characters.   

For countries such as the United States which currently use an alphabet consisting of Latin characters, this is not a 
significant change. For individuals in those countries that do not use Latin characters, however, this is an important 
modification to current ICANN policy that will streamline their Internet use. These individuals will no longer have to learn 
Latin characters and convert their keyboards in order to access the Internet. 

ICANN approved the IDN Fast Track Process on October 30, 2009, and began accepting applications for IDNs on November 
16, 2009. For the time being, only the government and administration of a country can apply for IDN Top-Level Domains 
(IDN TLD), which are the equivalent of the current “.gov.” The IDN TLDs must constitute a meaningful representation of 
the corresponding country name. The transition to IDNs will not be immediate, but individuals around the world have 
already started celebrating their ability to access the Internet in their own language. 
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